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Q&A: Jerry Payne, Ghostwriter and Author of Writing Memoir: The 
Practical Guide to Writing and Publishing the Story of Your Life 
 
 
What got you interested in ghostwriting? 
 
Well I was working as a copywriter, writing web copy and ad copy for small and 
medium-sized businesses and making an okay living when a client asked me if I’d write 
a book for her. I said sure and found the process to be really creative and fun. I knew 
right then that I’d found my life’s work. I haven’t done much copywriting since. All I do 
now is ghostwrite books for people. 
 
You specialize in memoir. Why? 
 
I’ll take on pretty much any nonfiction project, but I’m especially fascinated by the 
stories people have to relate about their lives. I’ve met some amazingly interesting 
people with really compelling life stories, stories that just have to be told. It’s always 
gratifying to be able to help someone get their life down on paper. 
 
Why are memoirs so popular to read? 
 
Memoir—good memoir, anyway—often speaks to the human condition. It’s interesting 
to read about the stories of others because often we can relate. Maybe not in the 
details, but if it’s well written, we can imagine what the memoirist went through and we 
can feel what he or she felt. A good memoir resonates with us on a very human level. A 
good novel can do this, of course, but there’s just something about a true story that 
makes it, if well told, so much more powerful to read. 
 
Why is memoir becoming so popular to write? 
 
I think there’s something about writing memoir that allows us the chance to make sense 
of our lives. It’s a way to kind of stand back and take stock of where we are and how we 
got here. In my book Writing Memoir, I quote the English poet Cecil Day-Lewis who 
wrote, “We don’t write in order to be understood, we write in order to understand.” 
That’s always stuck with me. All my memoir clients have learned things about 
themselves that they never knew before, just in the process of examining their lives so 
that they could properly write about them. 
 
What’s the secret to writing a compelling memoir? 
 
People often don’t see their lives as stories. But our lives are stories, complete with 
interesting turning points and fascinating characters. One has to see one’s life as a 
story and write it that way in order to make it compelling for others. In the business, we 
talk a lot about narrative arc—the plot and its structure. Think of any great story. There 
are dramatic build-ups and crises and resolutions. Our lives have all of this, too. We 
need to write with this in mind. 
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Besides paying attention to story structure, what can a writer do to make him or herself 
a better writer? 
 
Read. I used to answer that question by saying just keep writing, but the one thing that 
has helped me more than anything else is reading great works. Read all the great 
memoirs you can get your hands on. Or any great pieces of literature, for that matter. 
Greatness rubs off. That doesn’t mean you’ll become Shakespeare, but your writing will 
definitely improve just by exposing yourself to great writing. 
 
What if somebody wants to write a memoir, but just doesn’t have the talent or time? 
 
That’s why ghostwriters like me exist. We give voice to people who otherwise wouldn’t 
be able to properly express themselves. A good ghostwriter can take your story and 
flesh it out, making it into a story others would love to read, all the while keeping the 
writing in your voice, making it sound like you, in other words.  
 
If somebody is thinking of hiring a ghostwriter, what should he or she look for? 
 
Look for someone you’re comfortable with. That’s the main thing. You’re going to be 
sharing a lot of yourself with this person. Do you feel comfortable talking with him or 
her? Does he or she really listen to you? Understand you? Empathize with you? Also, 
make sure the ghostwriter charges a flat fee and make sure that fee includes changes 
and revisions. Your book should be exactly how you want it. 
 
Where can people learn more about you and your services? 
 
They can visit my website at www.YourConfidentialGhostwriter.com . 
 
And where can they find your book? 
 
“Writing Memoir: The Practical Guide to Writing and Publishing the Story of Your Life” 
can be found on Amazon or wherever books are sold.  

http://www.yourconfidentialghostwriter.com/

